
re-imagining learning
Enabling distance learning at

the Indian Institute of Management - Bangalore

IIM, Bangalore wanted to extend the learning experience enjoyed by students at its campus 

to others beyond its physical location Bangalore. The institute’s vision of a distributed 

learning initiative was brought to life by the Actis team by applying technology that enables 

seamless learning across distant locations via video conferencing.
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The Challenge
Envisaged as a platform for creating excellent management talent and resources in India, IIM Bangalore 

has evolved into a premier centre for management education and research, with a highly accomplished 

faculty and a motivated student body.

Today, when IIM Bangalore wants to expand to Chennai, providing a seamless learning experience between 

two separate cities (i.e. Bangalore to Chennai) is still a challenge. For instance, the Indian Institutes of 

Management (IIM), Bangalore faculty could not travel between campuses at the two locations, as often and 

as efficiently as necessary to meet increasing demand from new students.

At the same time, learning in distributed classrooms (in Chennai) needed to match up to the same-

room experience (in Bangalore), with technology that was simple enough to not impose any constraint 

on teaching style or classroom interactions.
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Actis solutions helped create a high-tech training facility that seats 40 

students and features state of the art presentation and communication aids. 

Actis suggested setting up identical video conferencing facilities at both 

Bangalore and Chennai for ‘zero- distance’ realtime interactions and sharing 

of electronic presentations.

Three displays are installed in each classroom – two in the front show the 

remote classroom, a third at the rear displays remote students for faculty. 

The displays in the remote classroom show faculty.

Much of the  wherein LCD technology is “hidden” away in a central control room

Monitors are used to preview and control content sent to the remote classroom. 

An  provided in the central control room tracks intuitive Camera Joystick Control

faculty, allowing them complete freedom to move and interact with the class.

The unique voice tracking system makes the camera instantly 'look' at the student 

who is speaking. The  captures the faculty’s writing and Interactive Whiteboard

transfers it real time to the remote classroom. The  displays Multimedia Projector

presentations in colour and detail without dimming the lights.  The Visualiser

captures and transmits sharp images of documents, 3D objects and slides.

An  without disturbances, lighting control creates optimum room lighting presets echo-cancellation system ensures voice clarity

for various activities and a touch panel seamlessly activates and controls the AV gear at just the touch of a finger.

The Solution
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Inside the distance learning platform

IP / ISDN
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The Result

IIM, Bangalore achieved its goal of extending the learning experience enjoyed by students at its campus in 

a way that transcends the borders of the institute in Bangalore. Equally important was the fact that this 

was achieved in a way that didn’t compel faculty to drastically alter their teaching style.

The result, a distributed learning initiative was brought to life through technology that enables seamless 

learning across distant locations.

This program is now available simultaneously 

to students in Bangalore, Chennai & potentially 

to students in other cities; thanks to the 

seamless technology brought to the fore by 

Actis.

Dr. Rajendra K. Bandi
IIM Bangalore
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